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Dean's Message
Although this is only my second message as
CoSM Dean, it comes at a time of rapid
change at Wright State University. The
university is celebrating its 50th anniversary
while simultaneously embarking on a
presidential search. While exciting, these
events come at a time when the financial
climate in higher education presents us with
a few challenges as we move forward as a
college.
In November, I presented my vision for the
college to the faculty and staff. I recently sent
the following strategic bullet points to the
college personnel, both as a reminder of that
discussion and as an outline of our game
plan for growth within the college. I focused
on several important areas:
Read more

Alumni Spotlight

Thomas D. Reed, Ph.D., '91 M.S. Receives CoSM Outstanding
Alumni Award
February 3, 2017 Wright State University
recognized outstanding alumni at the 18th
annual Outstanding College Alumni Awards
(OCAA). These individuals represent some of
the best and brightest in their fields and are a
tribute to the education they received from
Wright State.
Thomas Reed was this year's recipient from
the College of Science & Mathematics.
Read more

Finding the Wright place
Featuring first generation college student Diana Gonzalez
It has been a winding journey for Diana
Gonzalez, but she ha s found her
calling in higher education. As a
graduate assistant for stu dent success
in The College of Science and
Mathematics office of student affairs.
Diana works with "at promise" students
to help them find a way to succeed in
their programs. She provides needed
links to campus resources, words of encouragement, and asks the tough
questions, like "what happened?"
Read more

Megan Leasher, Ph.D. Awarded by SIOP
Megan Leasher, Ph.D. received the
2017 Distinguished Early Career Con
tributions for Practice by the Society
for Industrial and Organizational
Psychology (SIOP). Leasher is a 2007
alumnea of Wright State University's
Human Factors and
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
Ph.D. program.
As a recipient of this award, Leasher
will be recognized at the 2017 SIOP
Annual Conference in Orlando on April
27th. The award includes a cash prize

and recognition in the SIOP Salutes brochure.
Read more

Polar passage, Arctic expedition with Alison Agather and Katlin
Bowman
Sle e ping was a challenge.
The sun never set for weeks
at a time. And the crash of
the ship's metal hull into
massive fields of ice coupled
with the comings and goings
of the research crew at all
hours created a constant
blare. But then who needed
to sleep anyway? The
prospect of conducting
pioneering research that
could change the world's
understanding of the Arctic was a nerve-tingling stimulant for Wright State
graduate environmental sciences
student Alison Agather and oceanographer Katlin Bowman, a Wright State
alumna.
Read more

COSM Spotlight

Wright State receives Human Factors and Ergonomics Society
Graduate Program Accreditation
The purpose of the Human Factors and Ergonomics
Society (HFES) accreditation program is to enhance
and maintain the quality of graduate education in
human factors/ergonomics and related fields. It serves
the public by helping to ensure that accredited HF/E
educational programs appropriately prepare students
for entering their careers in the field, whether in
research or practice. HFES has been accrediting HF/E
and related programs since the late 1990s. The HFES
website lists 90 undergraduate and graduate programs offering degrees in HF in
the US. Only 19 of those programs are accredited by the HFES. This distinction
is a great honor for the Department of Psychology and attests to the quality
education that the program graduates receives.
Read more

WSU Researchers reveal Huntington's disease affects skeletal
muscle as well as neurons

Huntington's disease (HD) is a
progressive and fatal genetic
disorder characterized by severe
motor and cognitive defects. The
disease is caused by an
expansion of CAG repeats in the
Huntingtin gene. As a result, the
disease symptoms are caused by
some combination of the mutated
huntingtin protein, toxic huntingtin
RNA, and the extra glutamines encoded by the CAG repeats. Most studies of
HD have focused on the central nervous system and the motor defects are
widely considered to be the result of neurodegeneration. The laboratory of Dr.
Andrew Voss in the Wright State University Department of Biological Sciences
has hypothesized that defects caused by the huntingtin gene in skeletal muscle
may cause some of the motor symptoms of HD.
Read more

Meredith Rodgers, M.S. appointed Director of the Applying
Scientific Knowledge (ASK) program
Meredith Rodgers was named director of the
Applying Scientific Knowledge (ASK) program
in the College of Science and Mathematics
(CoSM), effective January 17, 2017.
Meredith received her BS in Biological Sciences
from Wright State in 2001, and then a MS in
Microbiology and Immunology from Wright
State in 2003.
She is currently a lecturer in Biological
Sciences where she teaches M&I 2200
(Microbiology of the Human Environment) and
BIO 3100/3110 (Clinical Microbiology). She
takes over the directorship from Jason Deibel,
Ph.D., who recently was named Chair of the
Department of Physics at Wright State.
Read more

Christopher Wyatt, Ph.D. Appointed Associate Dean of the
College
Christopher Wyatt, Ph.D., was born in
Manchester, England. He received a
bachelor's degree in pharmacology in 1991
from the University of Bath, UK, and a
Ph.D. in neuropharmacology in 1994 from
the University of Leeds, UK.

He worked as a postdoctoral research
scientist at University College London, the
University of Oxford and St Andrews
University in Scotland. In 2007, he took an
assistant professor position in the
Department of Neuroscience, Cell Biology
and Physiology (NCBP) at Wright State
University and moved his family to the
United States. In 2011, he received Wright
State University's Presidential Award for
Faculty Excellence Early Career
Achievement.
Read more

Jason Deibel, Ph.D. Appointed new Chair of the Department of
Physics
Jason Deibel, Ph.D. was promoted to
Associate Professor in 2013. His
research interests include ultrafast
and terahertz spectroscopy and
imaging, computational
electromagnetics, and the
characterization of novel materials.
His work has been published in over
35 refereed journals and conference
proceedings, and has been funded by
the National Science Foundation, the
Ohio Board of Regents, and the Air
Force Research Laboratory as well as
several private research and
development companies. A significant
number of these publications have
included undergraduate co-authors.
Read more

Student Spotlight

Feathery touch, students study bird migration, predator evasion
during research trip to Poland
An effort to unlock the
mystery of birds' migrato ry

instincts was the focus of an
experiment Wright State
University animal behavi
or students took part in during a
three-week, study abroad trip to
Poland, the first of its kind by
the College of Science and
Mathematics' Department of
Psychology.
During the trip to Gdańsk and
field stations in northe rn
Poland near the Baltic Sea, the
10 students also explored birds' abilities to escape predators and conducted
research in the Gdańsk zoo on lions, giraffes, zebras, monkeys and tapirs. "It
was the perfect trip for me," said Rosa Tweed, a biology and studio art major
from West Milton. "I want to become a field biologist and work in conservation
and hopefully endangered species. Prior to this, all of the study abroad
programs just didn't have anything on that topic."
Read more

Breathtaking, Ryan Rakoczy's neuroscience research takes on
new meaning
It was kind of interesting - how
breathing is controlled by tiny
carotid body organs that detect
oxygen in the blood. For
Wright State University
graduate student Ryan
Rakoczy, it was a curiosity that
became the focus of his
master's thesis. But then it
suddenly became much, much
more.
On March 9, Rakoczy's son, Lennon, was born extremely prematurely - nearly
three months early - and his underdeveloped lungs were gasping for the air
needed to keep the 2-pound, 7-ounce infant alive. In fact, Lennon was
immediately put on a ventilator and for the next 50 days would live in a hospital
intensive care unit. Rakoczy's world suddenly tilted on its axis, and his research
took on a whole new intensity.
Read more

Student Feature, Nicholas Kovacs
Human Factors/Industrial-Organizational Psychology, Ph.D. Program

What I love about Wright State is that I fi t
in with the program. The lab I joined fo
cused on areas in Industrial-Organizational
psychology that corresponded well with my
top interests in the field. The program
fosters a cooperative environment over a
competitive one, a rare characteristic
found in PhD programs that I believe helps
create a more productive environment. In
addition, the tunnels were a nice surprise,
especially with the brutal winters. Almost
everyone I have met has been very
respectful and polite to me, which I
appreciate greatly....
Since starting my graduate program, I
have not had too much free time for too
many extra-curricular activities. Though I
will always make sure to schedule time to volunteer for Special Love, an
organization that holds camp weekends for children with cancer throughout the
year, along with a week-long camp in the summer. It is by far my thing to do
during the year and is always an amazing experience for both me and the kids! I
recommend to other students to find an extra-curricular or do volunteer work
that they enjoy, that can reduce stress while still affecting others' lives for the
better.
Read more

BMS Graduate Students' independent approach leads to
publication
Y a l e professor Stephen
Stearns giv es rather cynical
yet apropos advice to
graduate students regarding
their training to become
independent scientists.
Stearns says if you want to
be treated as a colleague,
then act like one.
Furthermore, he says to read
the primary scientific literature
and think exhaustively; think
critically which requires extensive and active engagement, not passive
absorption of information.
Wright State University Biomedical Sciences' PhD student Joseph Santin and
Neuroscience, Cell Biology, and Physiology masters program graduate Shaker
Dukkipati have exemplified these characteristics in their recent peer-reviewed
commentary on a proposed novel mechanism for pH regulation:
http://journal.frontiersin.org/article/10.3389/fphys.2016.00513/full.

Read more

Supporting the College
Every Gift to CoSM Matters
O u r donors play a critical
role in making the College of
Science and Mathematics
(CoSM) a special place
where students, faculty, and
staff from all walks of life
study, explore, discover, and
learn every day.
Some donors prefer to make
unrestricted gifts that allow
CO LLEGE OF
the Dean's office or an
SCIENCE AND
MATHEMATICS
academic department to
determine how to use the
funds. Other donors designate their contributions to support an area of interest
that matches departmental or college priorities. While not all gifts are alike,
every gift to CoSM matters.
Read more

A salute to our nation's finest
Delores Etter '70, '72 establishes scholarship for Wright State students
from military families
The sons and daughters of our
nation's heroes are now one step
closer to attaining their college
degrees, thanks to a new
scholarship established by twotime Wright State University
graduate Delores Etter and her
husband, Jerry.
The Delores and Jerry Etter Scholarship was created to help Wright State
students enrolled in the College of Science and Mathematics or the College of
Engineering and Computer Science who are the children of active duty military
or retired military. Olivia Thoman is one of the first six recipients of the Delores

and Jerry Etter Scholarship. Her father served in the United States Air Force for
20 years before retiring.
Read more
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